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For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but sein 
cerity, but as of God, in the sight ef God speak we in Christ.—II Cor. 2: 17. 


2 


BAYS or LIVING LIGHT. | 

REVELATION. | 


A Popular Error. 

broken; that the voice of God has again been heard from heayen; that 
Jesus. Christ His Son has manifested Himself in these latter days; that 
angels from the courts of glory have ministered to man on earth in the 
present age; that a sacred record has been brought forth from the ground 
| disclosing the history of a hemigphere; and bearing the same truths as those 
recorded in the Bible; that a Prophet, Seer and Revelator has been raised 
up to bring in the last dispensation; that Apostles and other inspired 
servants of God now minister; among them; that the. Church of Christ 
with all its former organization, ordinances, gifts, signs and spirits 
power has been reorganized on earth; and that communications may be 
bad with Deity by men and women of faith now, as at any period in the 
world’s. history, the servants of God are met with the assertion that the 
day of revelation has long since passed, and that they must of necessity 
be either impostors or deluded, because there is to be no more. scripture, 
propheey. miracles, angelic ministratione, visions or actral communication 
from heaven to earth. This popular error is fostered and by 
the ministers of yarious so-called Christian denominations, and is accepted 
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Revelation to be Expected. 

On what ground is such an irrational position assumed! fe wi the 
Almighty declared in scripture to be unchangeable? Has not His work on 
earth always been conducted by men divinely chosen, appointed and in- 
spired ? Is there not as much need of divine révelation to settle religious 
feuds and doctrinal differences in the 19th centnry, as at any previous 
‘period? Would not the word of the Lord be of much more value to man- 
kind than: the varied opinions of uninspired. men, no matter how great 
may be their human learning? Ought not the inhabitants of the earth to 
be not only — — 


Christ's Promise. 


“Ah!” exclaims the objector, but there were to be no more Prophets 
after Christ. He finished the divine plan and completed the revelation of 
God tothe earth. He warned His disciples against false prophets and 
false Christs, and said if it were possible they would deceive the very 
elect.” Does not the very fact that Christ said there would be false 
prophets, convey the idea that there would be true Prophets also? If 
there were to be no more true Prophets, it would have been easy for the 
Savior to plainly say so, and thus there would be no place left for de- 
ceivers, But He declared emphatically: “Wherefore, behold I send unto 
you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill 
and crucify: and some of them shall yo scourge in your synagogues and 

them from city to city.” (Matt. 23234.) Wers not — oan 
established in the Ohurch of Christ as members of His body! Read 
I Cor. 12: 28: And God hath set some in the charch, first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” Did not Christ 
‘promise His disciples that after He went away the Comforter should 
come? And was not one of the offices of that spirit to show them 
“things to come?” (John 16: 13.) Was not the gift of prophecy be- 
stowed upon members of the Church of Christ as one of the manifesta- 
tions of the Holy Spirit? (I Cor. 12: 10.) And can anybody possess the 
true testimony of Jesus without that Spirit? The angel that appeared to 
John the Apostle said: “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of proph- 
ecy.” (Rev. 19: 10). Paul prayed fur the Ephesians: “That the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto ‘you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.” (Eph. I: 17). 
If revelation and prophecy ceased with Christ, what about the New 
Testament, all written after His death and resurrection, by men now be- 
lieved to be inspired? Did not the Apostle John behold a glorious vision 
and receive a grand revelation, when banished to the Island of Patmos! 
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Her again will But that revelation was the 
last; communication from heaven, and its. closing. chapter forbids any fur- 
ther reyelation.“ That is also a popular error promulgated hy men pro- 
fessing to be ‘ministers of Christ, and finding themselves. destitute, of 
divine, power and inspiration. Here is the passage they quote: For 1 
testify unto, every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall, add unto, these thi God. shall add unto. him 
the plagues. that are written in this book.” "Rev. 22: 18.) It is. aston- 
ishing how plain and simple language can be wrested. from its evident 
meaning to suit the purposes of sophistry. There is not à word in that 
text which conveys the remotest intimation: that revelation and prophecy 
were to cease, or that God would no more speak to man. It is a pro 
hibition against the addition by man of anything to that which God ro- 
veals. The next verse forbids the taking away of anything from the 
“book of this prophecy. That is, the Book of Revelation. These oom 
mands have, reference to that one book, and that only. The compilers of 
the New Testament have placed it last in the eollestion of scriptural books, 
and the. strained, unnatural and ‘absurd: application which bas been made 
of the words we have quoted have heen, attached to the whole volume of 
the Bible. It is all wrong. and ridiculous. The idea that the Almighty 
placed a seal upon His own mouth when He simply forbade men to add 
to what He said, is certainly most remarkable for sane people to. entertain. 
If that singular notion were correet, then both the. angel who gave the 
revelation, and J john, who received it, violated the -heayenly injunction, 
for we read that the angel gave to J ohn a mission in figurative manner, 
which he thus explained: „Thou must prophecy ‘again before many 
peoples, and nations, ‘and ‘tongues; and kings.” (Rev. 10: II.) It is 
well known that the Epistles of Be. John! were e written after he received 
the revelation’ o on Patmos." 


“Chri at's Church Led, by Revelation. 


the Church of Ohrist remained on earth the spirit of 
tion and ‘prophecy also remained. When that spirit departed there was 
but a dead form left. Only by the restoration of divine communication 
with man ‘could the Church of Christ ‘be re-established on earth, ‘Only 
by raising up a Prophet to commence the ‘latter-day dispensation could 
our Heavenly Father maintain His invariable method from the beginning 
of the world. And instead of men, professing to be His servants, oppos- 
ing, and ‘fighting ‘against divine révelation, they ought, to hail with Slad- 
ness the re-opening of the heavens and shout for j ‘Joy that the rays of the 
Millennial morning have burst i upon the world. 
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nnn prophetic writings 
in the Bible, could hold the opinion that there would be no revelation in 
the latter days. The Bible teems with prophecies of the latter-day glory, 
when the mightiost miracles ever wrought by divine power should te dis 5 
played; when God should set up an “ensign for the nations,” “assemble 
the outcasts of Israel,” gather together “the dispersed of Judah from the 
four corners of the earth,” and not only repeat the wonders of the Mosaic 
journey from Egypt to Canaan, but display His power to such an extent 
that it will no more be said, The Lord liveth that brought the Children 
of Tatael out of the land of Egypt, but the Lord liveth which brought up 
and which led the seed of the House of Israel from the north country 
and from all countries whither I have driven them.” (See Isaish 11: 
6-16; Jer. 23: 3-8; Zech. 10: 6-11.) Not only is the Lord to gather 
Ine and Judah, swith a mighty hand and a stretched out arm,” but 
He is to bring His elect together from the four quarters of the earth.” 
They are to go up in the tops of the mountains, where the House of the 
Lord is to be reared, from which His law is to go forth, and where His 
people shall learn of His ways and walk in His paths. When He has 
rebuked the nations, cleansed the earth from its iniquity, so that ‘the 
méek sha]! inherit it, He is to pour out His spirit upon all flesh, with the 
result not only that His sons and His daughters shall prophesy and see 
visions, but “they shall all be taught of God,” until “the earth shall be 
fall of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the great deep.” Goel 
2: 98-82; Issinh 11: 9; Micah 4: 1-7; Issiah 35; Laiah 64: 13) 


The Dispensation of the Fullness of Times. 


new end Anal. dispenention ‘ater. the rend 
tasy from primitive Christianity foretold by the Apostles, is evident 
from the statement of Paul in his Epistle to the Ephesians. He says: 
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensation 
of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on rg ald ge 
1: 9, 10.) How could this, the greatest of all dispe _ | 

in without a Prophet and without revelation from God! bi 

the Almighty ever commence a dispensation since the world began witheat 
The 


le Peter calls this great dispensation “the times of restitution of 
| spoken of by all the holy prophets since the world ” in 
which esus Christ is to come in glory. (Aets 3: 20, 21.) 12 
are to be restored in that great gathering dispensation, then 0 

must be restored, revelation, i Visitations, gifte, eigne, n cles and 
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all the manifestations of former times must also be restored. For, the 
consummation of all things is to be accomplished, and the earth be pre- 
pared for the presence of its rightful ruler, its Redeemer and King. 
Latter-day Work has Commenced. _.. 

once more opened the heavens and revealed Himself to man. The last 
dispensation has been e The voice of Ohrist in been 
heard. Angels have come down from heaven to éarth. imine a 
tles and other inspired men declare the word and will of br 

sacred record ef the ancient people of a vast continent has been, wrought 
out of the ground, and united with the Jewish Bible, bears witness that 
God is the same yesterday, to-day and forever, and that by faith mankind 
in all ages may learn of Him and have comimunion with Him. The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is being preached in all the world as a witneés to all na- 
tions, baptism is administered by divine 
sing, the Holy Ghost is conferred as of old, by the » laying on of hands of 
men clothed with the Holy Melchisedek Priesthood, the unity of the faith 
is enjoyed, the sick are healed, prophecies are uttered, the gift of tongues 
and interpretation is attainable, and by visions and dreams and the wit- 
ness of the Comforter, God is testifying to those who receive His word, 


— of God to the work of tin ist 
was Joseph Smith, who was alain at Oarthage, Ilinoié, for the word of 
lod and of Joba No ‘Prophet who 
except the Son of God Himself, acco a gre bi 
forth more truth or received greater revelations Soothes 


el in Oh opto 
Holy Ghost. Therefore, oh reader! 
Gospel and be saved? This is the only way of eternal life and 
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manmern ure & part of god bras and iis your du 
as your interest to practice both. 1 
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IN THE TURKISH MISSION. _..,... 


A. L. Larson, at present in in a private letter to 


“With pleasure I pen you a few words, thinking that you will be inter- 
estod in ‘hearing how we are progressing here. We have met with fairly 
good success and the prospects are very good. Twelve have been added 
to the fold since we came, in spite of the assertion that preaching the 
Gospel in this:town is useless. By perseverance I hope to see many. more 
brought to a knowledge of the truth. It i is a matter of fact that all those 
who have accepted the Gospel, and I may say accepted Protestantism too, 
have been from other towns or cities. But I feel confident that after the 
Gospel has been proclaimed so that all may have had a'chanée of hearing 

the ‘Glad Tidings,’ there will be some few honest souls among these 
— who will step forth and say that God has again spoken from the 
heavens. The great trouble here with us has been that we are unable to 
reach the people in their own tongue, and when they get it second handed 
it loses a great deal of its force. Arabic is the prevailing language 
among the Catholics, who constitute the greater part of the Christians. 
Oar meeting room is right amongst the Catholics, and a great many have 
attended our meetings. When Brother Hintze was here, two weeks ago, 
they invited us to participate in a discussion on religious ‘principles and 
furnished us a very good house. Considerable interest was manifested: by 
some. The best Catholic debater, a priest, the French Consulate, and a 
large number of the most prominent citizens were present. We met. with 
them two evenings, and made good head-way under the circumstances. 
The Priest decided that such discussions were not profitable, and refused 
us the further use of the house. Some of the Catholic members are very 
anxious to continue them. In all probability we will meet with them 
again, if they can secure a room for that purpose. The room that we 
been using for our meetings has grown too small. We are searching for 
a more convenient one, but find it very difficult to get any for our pur- 

ose. I hope we may be successful as it is almost absolutely necessary. 
“fie Catholics are very ostentatious here. They. have several beautiful 
churches and good schools, and have succeeded in establishing themselves 
quite firmly. As it is a holiday with them to-day, I visited one of the 
churches to view the proceedings. They were very showy and ‘sparkled 
with silver and Sold. The French Consulate was W and arent poner 
was done bim. . | 

“All the Saints speak Turkish and a little Arabic. 17 believe, a€ press present 
there is a very good spirit among them. They are not afraid to let Enable 
know that they are Mormons, (of course they prefer to be called Latter- 
day Saints,) and advocate the Gospel wherever they have an opportunity. 
The conversions that have been made, are largely due to the work of 
members. Brother Hintze had the honor of baptizing eight before he 
north. 

_ goons I have mastered Turkish and Arabio, I ‘shall feel that I 
the greatest obstacle in my mission.” int 100% 
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LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 
FALSEHOOD LACKS VITALITY. 


Ir is related, with some variation of detail, that at a juncture in President 
Grants administration when he was being assailed by a portion ot the 
press of the country with unusual bitterness, he and several members of 
Congress wereinacloak room. A congresstman present began to read aloud 
from a book. The matter he read was a most vicious and virulent attack 
upon the President of the United States, charging him with heinous offenses 
and deep moral turpitude. When the reader ceased, the gentleman present 
commented upon the unusual venom towards the President that was dis- 
played in what he had read. He then explained that in reading he had 
substituted the name of President Grant for that of George Washington, 
but that otherwise he had read verbatim, paragraphs that had been 
written while Washington was President. 

But the writer and his work had sunk into such obsdurity that Watte 8 
were remembered by the members of the party in the cloak room; and 
the resurrection of the old volume from which the reading had been done 
brought its author into a light to which the deepest oblivion was infinitely 
preferable. The slanderer of Washington might well desire that his work 
remain forever buried and forgotten; for it would be torment unendurable 
to his soul in the spirit world to know that his abuse and falsehoods were 
being commented upon by the American people in the light: of their love 
and reverence for the Father of his Country. 

Sixty years ago, in the regions round about Fayette and Palmyra, in 
the state of New York, there were many slanderers of a young man named 
Joseph Smith, who had become greatly noted in that part of the United 
States, among both friends and foes; there were many of each class. 
Many persons eagerly uttered all sorts of accusations against him. He 
was oharged with almost every offense known to the calendar of crime. 
So abundant was this testimony that many persons believed that to kill 
him would, be more than justifiable. Later in Missouri, and still later in 
Illinois, he was made the victim of the same sort of hostility which finally 
culminated in the murder of himself and his brother Hyrum. 

“Recently two Mormon Elders have been laboring in Fayette and 
Palmyra, and that vicinity, and while so engaged they took special pains 
to enquire among old residents for some tangible evidence, based on the 
personal knowledge of the witnesses offering it, going to impeach the 
morals or character of Joseph Smith, but they utterly failed to hear a 
word of the kind. On the contrary all persons whom they met, and who 
were personally aoquainted with the early Mormons, described them as a 
moral and law-abiding people of peculiar religious views. Not a soul was 
found to reiterate the old-time charges against them, their leaders, or their 
Prophet. The slanders and falsehoods of former years had all died out. 
Nov a spark of vitality remained in one of them. 

80 must it ever be. Falsehood lacks vitality. It cannot be mods to 
endure. It cannot be perpetuated. For a time it may seem s0 full of force 
and virility as to threaten to destroy und supplant the truth ; but no such 
success can be permanent. In the nature and constitation of things that 
must decay. Deseret News. 
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TITHE PAYING. 


Sg individuals seem to imagine that every ordinance, 3 pas 
privilege, pertaining to the Gospel of Jesus Christ is compulsory. They 
utterly ignore the fact that every man has thé privilege of Wanner 
tres agency, that was his birthright. 

Every revelation i in connection with the Gospel, be. it of a temporal or 
npiritual nature, is given to man with a promise; given to him condition 
ally. He is at liberty to accept or reject the same at his pleasure, but! 
must be prepared to be debarred from all privileges and Week 
are to be fulfilled, if he selects the latter oourse. 

The young man who approached our Savior and pace him, “ | 
Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life!“ Wen 
told to sell all that he had and give it to the poor, “Went away jorrow- 
ful for he had. great possessions.” The modern christian is very much like 
young man. Human nature has not materially e anged since * 
nearly 1900 years ago. | | 
E attend my meetings; I spend a few moments every day in the 0 — 
templation and study of the scriptures, and I never miss to pray, nae 

do you pay your tithing?” 

Aud then the modern young man hangs his head and goes away, sor- | 
2 for he has, if not “great,” at least cherished possessions. 

, “Why!” (the modern backslider always has a “why” at his tongue tip) 

“should I pay out one-tenth of my own individual earnings?” he petulantly 
queries, “did’nt I earn them with my bande and. head, and. 20% # 
entitled to the full enjoyment of the same!“ 

From a worldly standpoint, certainly; but who gave you those fingers, 
that brain, aye, life even? Can you when your time has come to depart 
this life, prolong the same for one hour! Can you. take your worldly 
goods with you! No, the Lord has simply loaned. them to you for the 
time being; eventually the time will come when He vill call in the, prin- 
cipal, yet you begrudge to pay Him interest for the same; in the meaa- 
time, you cheerfully and as a matter of course, go to a banker and borrow 
um ot money to re-invest, and with marked punctuality pay him a. full 
on the without comment; but yeu do. most 
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Tithe paying is not „ ; at the same time, if you a det attend 
to your duties, don’t expect to reap where you have not sown; don’t ex- 
pect to enjoy favors and privileges that you have not earned, for they are 
not yours. Yon have no claim on them, they belong to that humble sister 
there; who although she only paid in a few shillings during the whole of 
last year, nevertheless paid an honest tithing. — 

Do you realize that the work of the Lord, to be successfully 3 
at all times needs your temporal as well as spiritual assistance. A few 
months ago, in one of the conferences in the British Mission, there were a 
few Saints gathered together in a small upper room, (one could scarcely 
term it a hall,) but although the Saints were few in number, they had the 
work of the Lord at heart. In a few weeks the attendance at the room 
necessitated larger quarters. The same were obtained later, an organ was 
purchased, and now that erstwhile nucleus of a branch, that a few’ brief 
months before was compelled to draw on the conference treasury for cur- 
rent expenses, is enabled to pay its way, and send the surplus to help 
another struggling district, and so the work of the Lord progresses, 

‘That there are great bléssings attached to keeping God’s commandments, 
is the testimony of every tithe-payer. The apparent results from the 
same are diametrically opposed to all the recognized laws of mathematics; 
as e once heard a sincere Latter-day Saint say, “It was a case of take 
one from tén, and twelve remains.” We have yet to hear of the honest 
tithe-payér who apostatised, or the sincere man who imagined that he 
derived anything else than the choicest blessings, temporally and spiritu- 
ally, from the privilege of paying a just tithing. Invariably the man who 
finds fault with any principle, is „ not live up to it him- 
G. E. C. 


some time the question of 4 tor the forth- 
ng Eisteddfod; to be held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, during 
xt. October, has been agitating the mind of the Eisteddfod committee 
2 From news received by the last mail, we learn that Dr. 
oseph Parry, the eminent composer, musical critic and lecturer, of Cardiff, 
a has been secured at a great expense for that occasion. Already 
most. encouraging reports have been received regarding the number of 
entries for the various contests. Several of the surrounding states will 
send their best bands and choruses, to compute He the munificent prizes 
offered. 
’“Anoritie name was added, on the 8th 8 0 the long list of leaned 
divines of all denominations and creeds, who have been invited to speak 
in tie ‘Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, whenever they have visited that city. 
The Rev. Dr. J. Leonary Levy, of Philadelphia, one of the most scholarly 
Hebrew preachers occupied the rostrum on that occasion. 


Puti-foliowing visitors to England arrived on the White Stat Her 
‘Majestic, on Jane nd, 1898. Elders: William L. S. Binder and William 


Sisters Ada and F. M. Shiniming, together with Mrs. Sam 


3 
<A 
— 
5 
— 
om 
te 
4 
— 
A 
é 
> 
am 
q 
** 
4 
2 
a 
As 
2 
+ 
2 
a 
* 


410 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Levy and two children, all of Salt Lake City. After a pleasant. mi: at 
this office, the party proceeded to London. 5 


‘Owrne to a revision of the list of sailings for the Anchor Steamship 
Line, those Elders who were previously noted in a former issue to leave 
Glasgow for New York on June 23rd, will however sail on en J id 
2nd, per s.s. Furnessia together with, a company of Saints. 


THE WORK IN der 


Just two years ago a small family of Saints moved from the London 
Conference and located in Bristol. For many years prior to that time 
the work in the Bristol District had been discontinued as all the Saints 
had emigrated or removed to other parts. At the request of Brother 
McCready and family, Eiders were sent to open the district and the work 
was begun in the usual way by Elders Albert Collard and Wm. T. Noall. 

They at first were met with indifference which soon turned to opposition 
as their labors became more effective, and as a climax the Elders were 
obliged to prosecute a man before the magistrate’s bench, for stealing a 
Bible from them during an open-air meeting, and although no penalty 
was imposed upon the offender, yet the police urged the Elders to push 
the case to the utmost, as an example to others that the laws of the nation 
_ protect all alike. The incident, no doubt, had a wholesome effect upon the 
disturbing element, but notwithstanding much vigorous. opposition has 
still to be met. The work has slowly progressed amidst it all, and the 
district has grown in number until at present the Bristol Branch has a 
membership of 13 Saints. 

At our recent conference in Cheltenham, the corps of Missionaries i in 
the Bristol district was enlarged to the number of eight, including the 
Lady Missionaries, Sisters Knight and Brimhall, with the hope that greater 
results would follow such reinforcements. The missionaries encouraged 
by the increase of numbers, fully determined to make some special effort 
to put the Gospel truths before the people. Accordingly they hired. the 
Vestry Hall, (seating capacity 1200,) for five special meetings. — 

President J os. W. McMurrin of the European Mission, and Raten . 
H. Paul of the Birmingham Conference, kindly consented to help us, by 
giving lectures, which were well advertized in the press, hand- bills and 
posters. 

On Thursday evening, June 23rd, the first meeting was. held... . 
attentive audience listened to a sincere testimony and a few impressive 
remarks from Elder W. J. Mortimer, after which. Sister Brimhall 

in an humble but earnest way, stating the condition of Utah as she had 
found it, and also circumstances connected with. the life of Utah women. 
Prof. Paul followed with a lecture on the character of the Latter-day 
Saints, assuring the audience on the question uppermost in their minds. 

On Friday night we met and opened in the usual manner. Elder E. E. 
Pike addressed the audience for a short time, describing the manner of 
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his parents’ conversion over 30 years ago, whilst living in the vicinity of 
Bristol. He also bore his testimony to the truth of the work. Sister Inez 
Knight was the next speaker, and in her earnest and impressive manner 
told ot her experience with the Latter-day Saints, and the joy she had in 
laboring | for the spread of truth, and testified. to the gifts and blessings 
the people enjoy by living up to the teachings of the Gospel. Brother 
Paul then delivered an able lecture on the “Marks of the Kingdom.” He 
was frequently interrupted by opposers, many of whom seemed deter- 
mined to break up the meeting. After the lecture * were an- 


_ gwered by Prof. Paul bearing on his subject. 
The sweet quiet influence of the Sabbath attended us in our meetings : 


| hout that day. President W. T. Noall, who returns home in a few 
days, and Sister Knight bore their testimonies, followed by a peaceful 
address from Brother McMurrin, though one unfamiliar with the spirit of 
truth tried to interrupt the speaker. The afternoon meeting was well 
attended and many listened to the Gospel as explained by Elder David 
Bagley and President J. W. McMurrin. The evening formed a fitting 
9 — of the day. Dr. Jas. E. Talmage with his natural eloquence, gave 
| the audience some more of the Gospel truths. Sister Noall added her testi- 
mony along with those of the Lady Missionaries, and we felt the Lord had 
blessed our endeavors. 


Much of our success was due, to the Elders who so ably assisted us, and 


to our little band of faithful Saints, and to them and all who contributed 
towards making our meetings what they were, we wish to express our 
sincere thanks and gratitude. 

We feel that the special effort made, and the extra amount of means 
spent, will bring forth encouraging results, and undoubtedly a greater 
number. heard our testimony in the five special meetings held, than could 
poasibly have done so in six months spent in ordinary labors. 

The Bristol Missionaries, 
Bristol, Jane 28 1898. J. W. 
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“THE won⁰ or ‘LORD: CONFIRMED. 


Sour, years ago, 0 one of the most eminent in the world 
recommended. the anointing of the body with oil as an excellent remedy 
for fever. Since that time some physicians have used this remedy, in this 
way confirming. the word of the Lord concerning the proper treatment of 
the sick through the ordinance of laying on of hands. 

We suppose there are very few families in the Church who howe not 
witnessed the beneficial effects of anointing their children with oil when 
they have been sick, especially when the anointing was accompanied by 
the administration of the Elders, It is very gratifying to see that the 
people obtain proof of the truth in this way and become witnesses them- 
selves of the correctness of the system. which the Lord has instituted for 
the recovery of the sick. 

e have heard of numerous cases ot people receiving benefit from very 
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had formerly lived here, having spent the winter of 1847-8 in ‘Salt 
Valley. He had been a member of the Mormon Battalion. He relat 
the writer what wonderful effects the drinking of pure olive oi} had‘h 
upon his wife, when she was suffering excruciating pain. As we 
the statement, it was the passage of gell stones that gave her such — 
He said that they now kept pure olive oil—which is manufactured in 
California—always convenient, so that whenever attacked with pain she 
could obtain relief. 
Again, we see it stated in a medical journal that the free ‘ade of cold 
water as a beverage is an excellent remedy for many ailments. The ex- 
ce of the Latter-day Sainte who have observed the counsel of the 
has proved to them that it is the best of all beverages, when it is 
pure. There are many places, however, where the Water is of to impure 1 a 
character that it ought to be boiled before drinking. We visited Nept 
not long ago, and stopped at the house of Apostle George Teas a 
had great pleasure in drinking water which his family used. It was 
boiled water, and was kept cool for drinking purposes. In Nephi, as well 
as in some other places, there are impurities in the water; many streams 
carry a great deal of lime. We have no doubt that the health of the 
children, and grown people, too, would be greatly e it gteate 
pains were taken to secure pure water for drinking purposes. 2 
Another remedy for acute diseases has been brought to our attention 
We see it stated in a medical journal that an eminent phy has 
R in his practice that fasting is an excellent thing for stiente who 
¥é acute infections By fasting, he says, the alim ‘canal’ is 
cléansed, so that germs do not acquire virulence and produce Serious 
complications. His extensive experiments establish the fact that anim 
and also men and women, who are kept fasting recover far more | , 
from acute infections than others in the same condition who hre fed ‘as 
usual, or even much less than usual. He has won for himself the name of 
“the starving doctor,” because he forbids all food to his patients in acute 
infections, especially in pneumonia if there is any reason to suppose that 
the digestion is not in good order. Observations of 140 cases of | 
are aid to have confirmed the wisdom of this course. In every cus it 
was noted that during the prolonged fast the patient partially regained 
the stréngth he seemed to have entirely lost before. Lattér-day Bains 
are recommended to fast and pray; and no doubt there is dr 
in thiscommand. The Lord, who created us, does not require tis to 
‘anything that ‘would be injurious o us. Te appears plain frou this 
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alleyiate pal bat they cure by any of thei 

view is taken of the of medicine, we can see how 

beneficial. the administration of the ordinance of laying on of hands can 

for those who seek relief through it, and who strictly comply with the 

counsel which the Lord has given to His people concerning their food and 
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CONCERNING ‘READING THE BIBLE. 


— 


universally quoted and dissected piecemeal, than is the Bible. 

Despite all efforts that have been made, in vain, to destroy its influence, 
printing presses have been for centuries incessantly striking off edition 
after edition of this sacred book, to be scattered broadeast by their thou- 
sanda, over the face of the earth. : 

The more ways than The 
title ot that collection of sacred records, itself, is derived from the Greek 
word biblos, signifying a bock; it is made up of a collection of books that 
were written in different ages and dispensations, under all kinds of diverse 
circumstances. The Bible depicts and sets forth the dealings of the 
Almighty with His children, under all sorts and conditions of sspects; 
and what is of greater moment, it is an authentic record of His divine 
will and revelation. This being the case, ought not we as His children— 
who are striving to live near unto Him and keep His commandments, so 
that we may enjoy blessings both in this and the life to come—to know 
how to read this precious. Book : to read it for ourselves without having 
the, pesenge in ausstion, bis, 
puny, infantile, private interpretation. 

The trouble with humanity is that they simply read the Scriptures, i in- 
stead of following Christ’s injunction to “search” them, in which case, the 
Word of God instead of a light unto their feet, and a lamp unto 
their path, becomes a dire and deadly stumbling block. 

Probably, to the young student who is seeking after the truth, one of 
the most severe stumbling blocks to be found upon the Bible's pages is 
Tue Meanina or Worps. 

more modern literature has resource, at stated intervals, to his dictionary, 
that reveals to him meanings and derivations of words that heretofore 
| to be but a conglomerated array of unintelligible syllables; so 
does he whilst reading the Bible turn to his concordance and scriptural 


cording , and ul e y arrives at a satiafied conclus 
he studies Chaucer, Shakespeare and — 
por 
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from modern editions where it has been deemed necessary to place mar. 
ginal notes together with a vocabulary to aid the student. 
The same state is incidental to the Bible that was translated in the reign 
of King James I. Further, numerous words found therein were not trans- 
lated at all, such as Apostle, Deacon, Evangelist, Prophet, baptism, etc. 
Compare the so-called nineteenth century orthodox accepted meaning 
of the above words, with what they really signified when they were spoken 
and written by our Savior, St. Paul and Peter, and one can see that there 
has been an entirely new significance attached to them. One only needs 
to kindly inform a zealous sectarian that he is mistaken in ating that 1 
was baptized as an infant, to demonstrate the argument. ae 


INVARIABLY ANALYZE THE CONTEXTS OF PASSAGES. Aine 


The lack of the same is responsible for the several hundred e 
sects that are in evidence upon the earth to-day. How much mischief, 
doubt, uncertainty and blindness, has been accomplished by the use of 
texts shorn of all their surroundings and contexts by scriptural jugglers, 
can néver be estimated. Apparently otherwise honest and sincere men 
seem willing to go to any length in this matter, when it comes to the 
question of bolstering up their arguments, or dogmas by calling in the 
aid of isolated verses and passages in the scriptures to the various churches; 
whereas in temporal and business affairs, the same individuals would un- 
hesitatingly censure and condemn, the identical methods on the part of 
any man who undertook to mutilate and transpose a business letter to his 
own end and profit. We are all familiar with the argument of the negro 
when called upon to show cause why he should not be punished for a 
flagrant case of violation of the 8th commandment. . He undertook to 
argue his point from the scriptures, and turning to Paul's Epistle to the 
Ephesians read, Let him that stole steal, and then closed the Book. 
What a vast difference the insertion of u colon, not to speak of & period, 

If we do not read and analyze the contexts of verses, into what a slough 
of doubt, darkness and contradiction we are floundering. We will then 
read that Paul “thanked God” that he baptized none, which was 4 
direct contradiction to his words of admonition to the jailor at Philippi; 
whereas he baptized two only amongst the Corinthian church, Crispus 
and Gaius, and he thanked God, in the face of the dissentions that called 
forth his first epistle, that he had baptized no n them vane ad 
baptized in my own name.” 

READ THE BIBLE INDUCTIVELY 


or in other words, collect and note all the passages bearing en a given 
doctrine or topic, and draw your conclusions from the combined evidence 
and testimony. 
The Gospel of Christ is like a superb work of to fully 
its beauty and obtain a correct idea of it, one must view it from all ‘sides. 
By reading any one of the Gospels singly and alone, we do not get an 
idea of Christ's mission, and the doctrines he taught in their fuluess. 
Neither Matthew, Mark, — or John, gives a complete account’ of 
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Christ’s life or teachings. But combine the four and one can commence 
to conceive the magnitude and beneficence of our Savior’s mission. 

How often do we hear the expression, “Oh, St. Matthew” (or Luke as 
the case may be) “is my favorite Gospel, the other three 1 think are 
greatly inferior,” or something similar. They are all part and parcel to 
the Gospel of Christ, but none of them contain it in its entirety. The 
Rev. A. preaches that faith in God is requisite to salvation. The Rev. B. 
urges his congregation to sincere repentance. — Whilst. the Rev. C. em- 
phatically insists on baptism by immersion, by one having authority, as 
being essential to a new life in God’s Kingdom. All three are preaching 
a part of the Gospel, but neither singly or collectively are they preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in its fullness. Nevertheless although each has 
told a completely different story, each has told the truth, and collectively 
have taught three-fourths of the Plan of Life and Salvation. 

That the four Gospels, severally and exclusively, mention certain events 
in the life of our Savior, and likewise utterly ignore other incidents and 
teachings, can be readily understood; but to say that because faith is 
mentioned more frequently in the Bible than repentance, and baptism on 
only a few vivid aud emphatic occasions, consequently that faith is of 
more importance than either of the other two principles, and in iteelf is 
all that is necessary and essential to salvation, is puerile, nevertheless a 
great many individuals will take that stand. One might as well say, that 
because you had been to London, and mentioned the fact but once, but 
were frequently referring to Edinburgh and your visit there, that the 
former. 1 did not exist or was at its best of minor importance. | 

Rap THe BIX DIsPENsATIONALLY 
e that it is divided into three dispensations: (1) The Parti- 
archal; (2) The Jewish; (3) The Christian. | 

A study of numerous "evelestamtioal and profane histories regarding the 
various dispensations will be invaluable, and materially assist the student 
who will see, and be able to comprehend, under what auspices and sur- 
roundings a passage of scripture was uttered, and be enabled to see that 
the understanding and application of the same, depends largely whether 
it was delivered to those who lived under the Patriarchal, to those who 
lived under the Mosaic, or to those who lived during the early part of the 
Christian dispensation. The. understanding and grasping of the dispen- 
sational phases of the Bible, are the key with which to unlock the other- 
wise various inexplicable passages encountered throughout the Book of 


1E Breve LITERALLY.. 

Treat the Bible as you would any book—regard every as 

literal, unless impossibility or absurdity is involved. How mankind has 
fallen into a habit of spiritualizing any teaching he does not want to 
accept: “Oh, but that is figurative!” he petulantly remarks, when he is 
told he must be born of the water and of the spirit. That is what Christ 
designates as straining at “a gnat and swallowing a camel,” which quota- 
tion, by the way, was not intended to be taken literally. 

Mankind apparently is not only fond of spiritualizing obtuse passages 
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